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Beloved, if God so loved 
us, we ought also 
to love one another. 
i John 4:ii 
From the Editor C O N T E N T S 
Editorial 
A number of years ago we ran in the Visitor a series of 
articles on the book of Romans written by Rev. Albert 
Engle. A subsequent pastoral assignment prevented 
Brother Engle from continuing this series. Now that he is 
no longer serving in the pastorate he has again returned 
to Romans. He picks up at a rather difficult point in the 
epistle — chapters nine, ten, and eleven. The illustration 
he uses to clarify the apparent irreconcilable position 
reflected in these chapters is very helpful. We commend 
"Sovereignty and Freedom" to your reading. 
In the two issues (Nov. 25 and Dec. 25) in which the 
value of church buildings was treated "con and pro," we 
requested response from our readership. Pages six and 
seven are devoted to these responses. These are varying 
points of view in the responses. This kind of dialogue 
should be healthy for the church. 
Two interesting articles come from our overseas 
churches. A first hand report from some "scared 
Samaritans," plus pictures, help us understand the situa-
tion in Nicaragua a little better. The article by Daniel 
Dube is of particular interest as one not only reads the 
lines but between them. The church in Africa, as is true of 
the Brethren in Christ church in America, was initially 
and is currently a rural church. The city lies on the 
church's conscience but it is a bit frightening — again 
similar to the parent church. "The Pace Is Set" is 
recommended reading. 
Two pages of each issue are directed towards interests 
of home and youth and Christian education at the 
congregational level. The two articles on pages twelve 
and thirteen are both youth oriented. But adults, es-
pecially parents, will want to read "Study Abroad: Who? 
Me?" so that when you hear your son or daughter 
practicing French or German or Urdu you will be a bit 
prepared. You may even wish to encourage them to study 
French and German and Urdu and to go abroad while 
situations make it relatively easy and before responsi-
bilities make it more difficult. 
We keep in mind that this is the year of Key 73 and in 
"The Changing Picture in Evangelism" David McBeth 
highlights the factors which have made the clynate for 
evangelism more favorable. 
CALENDAR 
Ministers Conference February 13, 14 
Messiah College (see page ten) 







Midwest/March 8, 9 
Pacific/March 2, 3 
CHA Convention April 26-29 
NAE Convention May 1-3 
Sovereignty and Freedom 
Albert Engle 
Messiah Home Report 
The Edifice Complex—Reader Response 
The Scared Samaritan 
Bert Sider 
The Pace Is Set . . . 
Daniel Dube 
Church News 
The Changing Picture in Evangelism 
David P. McBeth 
Study Abroad: Who? Me? 
Nancy Heisey 
Love Story - Sort of . . . 


















Volume LXXXVI Number 3 
Official organ of the Brethren in Christ Church, published 
semi-monthly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana. 
Editor: John E. Zercher 
Editorial Council: 
C. B. Byers, Eber B. Dourte, Isaiah B. Harley, E. Morris 
Sider, Anna Ruth Ressler 
Page Editors: 
Missions: Glen A. Pierce 
Christian Service Ministries: J. Wilmer Heisey 
Christian Education Ministries: John Arthur Brubaker 
Pulpit and Pew: David E. Climenhaga 
Brethren in Christ Publication Board: 
Isaiah B. Harley, Lester C. Fretz, Paul E. Hostetler, Louis 
O. Cober, Paul E. Witter, Dwight E. Bert, Daniel R. 
Chamberlain 
Mailing Information: 
Manuscripts and editorial correspondence should be 
addressed to the Editor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, 
Indiana 46550. 
Subscriptions and change of address should be sent to 
Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind. 46550. Include both old 
and new addresses with requests for change of address. 
Renewals $3.50; new and gift subscriptions $3.00. 
Entered as second-class mail at Nappanee, Indiana 46550. 
EVANGELICAL PRESS ASSOCIATION 
Evangelical Visitor 
Editorial 
In Praise of Romance 
'"PHE 14th of February is dedicated to romance. Anni-
versaries and other special days have their romantic 
overtones but no day is so unabashedly romantic as is 
Valentine's Day. 
One will not find the day listed among the church's 
Holy Days. This is understandable, although it is really 
Saint Valentine's Day. We are not suggesting that it be 
placed on a par with Easter and Christmas. But should 
not the day have equal billing with Mothers' Day and 
Fathers' Day? I have heard mothers extolled on Mothers' 
Day and fathers reminded on Fathers' Day in Sunday 
school openings and in the worship hour. I have, to my 
knowledge, never heard a sermon in praise of romance 
delivered on the Sunday nearest to Valentine's Day. 
Maybe romance is not that of which sermons are made 
but it is that of which good marriages consist. The virtues 
of motherhood and the strength of fatherhood will both 
be found wanting if the quality of romance is absent in 
the marriage relationship. 
Pity the wife from whose heart romance has fled; who 
at about this time of year does not hunt for a lace 
trimmed card with sentiments she feels, but cannot quite 
bring herself to say. And now, having found just the card, 
she places it where her husband will find it, and, if 
possible, will watch from an unobserved vantage point as 
he opens and reads it. 
Shame on the husband who no longer lets himself be 
carried away into buying one of those heart-shaped boxes 
of candy — where the box costs more than the candy, and 
who then watches with a school boy shyness as she opens 
the box and says, "You shouldn't have done it!" And 
both know deep in their hearts that he should have. 
Maybe it's a pretty dress they could not afford — except 
on Valentines' Day — or a meal in a restaurant with cloth 
napkins, candles at each table, and tables just for two. 
Of such things and others is romance made. How 
tragic the marriage from which it has fled. How sad the 
home where the eyes do not light up at the sight of the 
other or the heartbeat quicken at the touch of the hand. 
How irreparably deprived are those children of a home 
where the fire of romance has been allowed to go out and 
words of endearment are never heard and acts of 
affection are never seen. 
But marriages cannot survive on romance alone. 
Romance is too fragile to by itself weather the storms 
which beat upon the marriage. One of the causes of our 
mounting marriage casualties is that romance is seen as 
the foundation of marriage. Our society has asked it to 
bear more than it is able and in the process both marriage 
and romance become causalties. Of itself it is an 
inadequate base. 
Unless we are prepared to resort to "planned" 
marriages as is the pattern in other cultures, romantic 
love will continue to be the initial and powerful catalyst 
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which will bring a man and a maiden to the marriage 
altar. Romantic love will be that which will cause them 
not only to be willing but to be eager to forsake all others 
and to accept the responsibilities and disciplines of the 
marriage state. 
For the long pull more than romance is needed. The 
foundation from the biblical perspective is faithfulness. A 
stable marriage must be undergirded by, a commitment to 
each other that is binding regardless of the ebb and flow 
of feelings and the variations of circumstances. Faithful-
ness means that there is no room for second thoughts; 
that there is no going back, for deep within each partner 
all bridges have been burned and all options destroyed. It 
is on sucrj a foundation that marriages are built and such 
a foundation is required for their survival. 
The Christian marriage has an added quality. To 
faithfulness is added Christian love — agape love. 
Romantic love is partly self-centered and self-motivated. 
Agape love is "other-centered." Romantic love is based 
on the qualities and virtues and worth seen in the other 
person which will bring enrichment to the life of the 
admirer. Agape love is based on Christ's caring love 
expressed in and through us. It is kind and longsuffering. 
It goes the second mile. It forgives and heals. It is 
unilateral — .given regardless of response. But agape 
love, in itself, is an adequate basis for marriage. It is an 
essential ingredient in its survival and its health but we do 
not marry on the basis of agape love. 
Marriages held together by faithfulness alone may be 
little more than a legal contract or an economic con-
venience. Add to this agape love and one has added 
qualities of caring and respect. But, in truth, this adds no 
quality different than that which should characterize the 
relationship of Christians with each other. 
Give me a marriage founded upon faithfulness, sup-
ported by agape love, and lighted by romance and I will 
show you a relationship which is the envy of angels and 
the joy of the whole earth. It is from such marriages that 
children will rise up and call their parents blessed. 
Romance is a fragile thing. It needs the constant 
attention of husband and wife. It will die in the pressure 
of a too busy life and the aridity of thoughtlessness and 
selfishness. It needs the kind word, the affectionate 
glance, the unexpected act of thoughtfulness, the evening 
alone, and the added pressure to the held hand. 
Romance, like man, does not live by bread alone. 
Romance transforms the vows of faithfulness from an 
obligation to a privilege. It stops the "second thoughts" 
before they begin and defuses the wayward glance. 
Faithfulness, agape love, and romance are a holy 
trinity which will make the marriage relationship a touch 
of heaven on earth. We need a renewed emphasis upon 
this trinitarian doctrine. We have been paying a tragic 
price for its neglect. Z 








TN THE first eight chapters of Romans Paul reveals 
God's gracious and full salvation for man's desperate 
and fatal malady. Paul does not gloss over man's 
problem. It is sin. It is his rebellion against God. It 
affects Jew and Gentile; primitive and sophisticate. 
Guilty of disobedience, man stands condemned before a 
holy God. 
In the gospel of Jesus Christ there is the power to 
forgive. Paul calls it "justification." It is a forgiveness 
that is given and not earned. It is not by works but of 
grace. "The just shall live by faith." But man needs more 
than forgiveness and through Jesus Christ more is 
available. 
So in the fifth chapter Paul begins to deal with this 
"more" that is needed and the "more" that is available. 
Paul comes to grips with sin in contrast to sins. He finds 
in God's provision not only pardon for sins (justifi-
cation) but deliverance from the power of sin "the body 
of this death" (7:24) (sanctification). By this deliverance 
one is brought into the abundant life of being alive unto 
God. 
Paul is not satisfied with easy answers to difficult 
problems and so in chapters nine through eleven Paul 
wrestles with some issues that no doubt troubled him and 
which have troubled Christians to the present time. It is 
the question of God's sovereignty and man's freedom. 
Terms such as election and foreknowledge crop up in 
these chapters. As Paul probes into the perplexing inter-
relationships of these truths it will be profitable to see 
how he comes through, directed by the Spirit rather than 
guided by human reason and logic alone. 
Intellectuals are inclined to follow certain patterns of 
human reasoning even though their conclusions may be 
at variance with other plain statements of truth. Some of 
what is called theology is more philisophical that biblical. 
Some follow a thought pattern based on the concepts of 
the sovereignty and foreknowledge of God and give little 
or no place for real freedom of the will of man. Others 
place much significance on man's freedom of choice and 
The writer, a former mission administrator, pastor, evangelist, and 
member of the faculty of Messiah College, is now living in retirement at 
Grantham, Pa. 
ignore definite Scripture on God's sovereignty, election, 
and foreknowledge. 
Paul opens chapter nine expressing great concern for 
Israel who were the "elect of God." But Paul soon 
recognizes that not all Israelites were "children of God," 
not having the faith of Abraham. It is obvious that the 
doctrine of election here has to do with the choice of the 
line by which the world's Redeemer should come. There 
was no other way — God had to sovereignly choose it 
each generation this line of election until the Messiah 
came. Paul recognized that such election had nothing to 
do with the personal salvation of the seed of Abraham. 
God could never tolerate persistent sinning and rebellion. 
Paul brings Pharaoh into consideration, quoting God: 
"For this purpose have I raised thee up, that I might 
show my power in thee." Does this mean that God raised 
him into a position where his initial rebellion against God 
should develop to such a degree that would occasion a 
great display of God's power. Adam Clark, in his notes 
on Exodus 9:15 and 16, says that the original Hebrew 
leads to the conclusion that at some time Pharaoh set his 
heart against God, and that God preserved him from a 
deserved destruction, and permitted him to continue his 
defiance for the fulfillment of His holy purpose. This 
would not contradict the Scripture which says plainly, "It 
is not His will that any should perish." God's sovereignty 
is later demonstrated in that He could have cut off Israel 
as He did Sodom and Gomorrah, but He extended mercy 
to this elect, though unworthy, nation so that His master 
plan for the redemption of all people, Jews and Gentiles, 
could be realized. This great chapter which recognizes the 
sovereignty and election of God in bringing to the world 
the Redeemer concludes by stating that whosoever 
believeth on Him shall not be ashamed. 
Again in chapter ten Paul expresses his burning 
passion for the salvation of God's elect, Israel, but makes 
it plain that their salvation is not based on their position 
as God's elect or through their own righteousness. They 
must submit to the righteousness of God, and this is an 
individual matter, "to every one that believeth." Then in 
verses nine and ten Paul tells in very plain language the 
terms of salvation, and in verses eleven to thirteen the 
universality of God's invitation. Paul leads on to a very 
emphatic and dramatic call to evangelism "unto the ends 
of the world," but especially to Israel. So it is very 
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obvious that Paul did not interpret the doctrine of 
election in any way that would exclude any one from 
being saved. 
In chapter eleven Paul expresses deep concern relative 
to the apostacy of God's elect, Israel. He points out 
Elijah's error in thinking he was the only one right with 
God, but expresses no hope for those who bowed the knee 
to Baal. However he sees that there was in Elijah's day, 
as in his own day, "a remnant according to the election of 
grace." Indeed such election was inevitable if God's plan 
to give the world a Redeemer should be executed. 
Though the Redeemer had come in Paul's day, he 
recognized that the election of grace must continue, for 
he knew that God had a further plan for Israel. Jesus 
Christ is not only our Redeemer but He is to be King of 
Kings with His throne in Jerusalem. God also has a 
future plan for the church, and notwithstanding the 
apostacy of Christendom, the true church will emerge 
triumphantly according to the election of grace. God's 
master plan will not be frustrated — whether you or I will 
be involved depends on our individual choices. 
In 11:20-23 Paul sets forth the tragic results of unbelief 
to both Jews and Gentiles even though they might have 
been among the elect of God in the carrying out of his 
master plan. Israel shall be saved (v. 26), preserved, for 
the fulfillment of God's plan for this elect people. But 
certainly Paul did not contradict himself and teach that 
this election would cancel the individual's responsibility 
for his eternal salvation as indicated in 10:9, 10. Paul 
recognized that God's mind and ways are incompre-
hensible to our finite minds here and now (11:33-36). So 
while Paul discusses these unsearchable truths relative to 
election, etc., he is careful to avoid a line of reasoning 
and conclusions which would contradict other Scriptures. 
He never wavers concerning the clearly revealed con-
ditions of salvation for whosoever will. 
Concerning the apparently contradictory aspects of 
some of the truths in this section of Paul's epistle the 
writer received much help in a Sunday school class he 
once visited. The teacher led in a discussion of the 
sovereignty, election, and foreknowledge of God, and 
the beneficial results of such teaching, and also the 
dangers of emphasizing this truth to the exclusion of 
teaching on the freedom of the will. He then directed 
consideration of the benefits of the Bible teaching on the 
place of the human will, and the danger of such emphasis 
to the exclusion of Bible teaching on God's sovereignty. 
The teacher then led to a consideration of two 
elements which, combined, become sodium chloride — 
common table salt. Each of these elements separately is a 
dangerous poison, but combined properly gives us a very 
useful salt for our temporal welfare. So we were led to see 
that to feed our mind and soul on either of the lines of 
truth above discussed to the exclusion of the other, and 
form conclusions which would cancel out apparently 
contradictory truths would be poisonous to our spiritual 
welfare. But to recognize that both are biblical, even 
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Messiah Home Fund Drive 
Moves Towards the Goal 
It was originally planned that a final report on Messiah 
Home's Venture in Faith program would appear in late 
December or early January. For reasons considered best 
on the part of certain congregations, their receiving of 
commitments was delayed until early in 1973. 
To date the commitments of congregations covering 
the four Eastern Conferences: Allegheny, Atlantic, 
Canadian and Central, plus a response by the Midwest 
Conference equal about 87% of the goal of $654,000. 
Most of the commitments made to Messiah Home by 
individuals during the campaign have now been included 
as part of the total commitment of the congregation to 
Messiah Home. With but few exceptions, when the Fund 
Drive is completed, congregational totals will include all 
giving to Messiah Home within a congregation. 
In an earlier issue of the Evangelical Visitor, Dr. Ivan 
Beachy, who served as Chairman of the General Cam-
paign Committee, indicated that a detailed report of the 
campaign would be made available at a later date. Since 
the reports are still incomplete, we simply indicate our 
progress to you, the Brotherhood, and in a later issue will 
provide a summary of Messiah Home's Venture in Faith. 
There is this concern: since the goal was set, building 
costs have escalated to a degree that the actual cost of 
constructing the Nursing Facility will have substantially 
increased. In the meantime, the urgency for a new 
Nursing Facility keeps pressing for action. The prayers 
and concern of our people are greatly appreciated. 
J. N.Hostetter 
Director of Development 
MCC to Nicaragua 
As television and news coverage of Nicaragua dwindles, 
Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) involvement in the 
earthquake-damaged country is growing. In late January, 
Roman Gingerich, professor of physical education at Goshen 
College, Goshen, IN, replaced Arthur Driedger, who has been 
representing MCC in Nicaragua since the quake. 
Gingerich will continue Driedger's work with the local inter-
denominational Evangelical Relief Committee, directed by Dr. 
Gus Parajon, a Baptist medical doctor. Dreidger, in connection 
with the Evangelical Committee has determined that MCC can 
best respond to need in Nicaragua through a building recon-
struction program. January 15, the Evangelical Committee 
invited MCC to send a building supervisor and contractor to 
Nicaragua as soon as possible. 
Stephen Schrock, a builder and planner from Middlebury, 
IN, will arrive in Nicaragua about Feb. I as the lead man for an 
MCC building team recruited by Mennonite Disaster Service 
(MDS). The Evangelical Committe has appointed a 
Nicaraguan civil engineer to work as a counterpart to Schrock. 
By the end of February MDS plans to recruit four additional 
skilled carpenters for 60-day terms. Spanish-speaking people 
with experience in concrete working, electrical or plumbing 
work are needed. 
Priorities for long-term reconstruction projects have been set, 
but are subject to changing needs. The building team will 
concentrate on personal housing and family dwellings for the 
poor; schools, clinics and other vital community buildings; 
MCC constituent mission board homes and facilities; and 
MCC constituent and other denominational churches. 
Gingerich, who has building skills, has had experience in 
Nicaragua as director of the Goshen College Study-Service 
Trimester Abroad Program. It is hoped that the Goshen SST 
program will become involved at a later date. 
Although major food needs in Nicaragua are being met at the 
present time, the Evangelical Committee is planning to open 
child feeding centers in 15 or 20 districts. The Committee hopes 
to receive milk contributions from the Canadian Government 
for this program since milk is not readily available from other 
aid sources. 
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The "Edifice Complex" 
Reader Response 
"Right On" 
I find it a refreshing surprise to read the 
article "Does the Church Suffer an 'Edifice 
Complex'?" in the Evangelical Visitor. My 
response to the issues raised by the author 
is "right on." How well it applies to the 
elaborate church structures we find 
throughout our brotherhood. 
As one who is concerned, for example, 
about ministering to the unchurched youth 
of our community, I find the church 
(building) functional for few if any of the 
youth club activities in which I am in-
volved. Therefore the building remains 
unused while our activities are held 
elsewhere. 
As for worship and fellowship we need 
to be looking more in the direction of small 
group encounters and house fellowship 
meetings where Christians really can 
become involved in the lives of one 
another. Perhaps this can best happen in 
the homes of Christians. Why then the 
need for such elaborate church buildings 
and so-called fellowship halls? Is God 
more honored in some beautiful sanc-
tuary? Or is the house of God an Old 
Testament concept which we are attempt-
ing to update. 
Ivan S. Zook 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
What Is Essential? 
I have read the Nov. 25 Visitor article 
"Does the Church Suffer an 'Edifice 
Complex'?" and the Sept. 29 Christianity 
Today editorial "Church Buildings: Who 
Needs Them?" [Visitor, Dec. 25] These 
articles present the cases against and for 
church buildings. 
When an irresistible force is confronted 
by an immovable object, it is time to turn 
elsewhere for a solution. The two articles 
are basically uncompromising in their 
positions, so I would like to state the 
question differently and seek a different 
answer. 
The question is, "What is essential to 
the life of a church? What is it that the 
church cannot exist without?" 
The answer is, "The church cannot exist 
without fellowship." There may be a dozen 
other "essentials" that someone would 
want to add, but I am prepared to take my 
stand on the Bible that fellowship is the 
heart of what the church is about. 
Worship, and evangelism, for example, 
can be done more or less without the 
church. Fellowship cannot. 
Now it is essential that the local church 
should make provision for the essential 
thing. Erecting a building may or may not 
contribute to the experience of New Testa-
ment fellowship. The Brethren in Christ 
have apparently proceeded on the assump-
tion that it will, but it is not irrefutably 
obvious that it has. Whenever a church 
building means more to a people than their 
fellowship with one another means to 
them, then it obviously has not. 
So Howard Snyder is right when he says 
we ought to abandon the use of church 
buildings — if that is what it will take to 
get us to the experience of New Testament 
fellowship. He has pointed out to us some 
very specific ways in which our church 
buildings are robbing us of that which is 
essential to the life of the church. 
It is possible that a congregation might 
revolve its life around a church building 
and still experience New Testament 
fellowship. It is possible — but far less 
likely than is generally assumed. It is 
possible that a congregation might have a 
church building which does not witness to 
the congregation's immobility, inflexibili-
ty, lack of fellowship, pride, and class 
divisions. It is possible — but far more 
rare than we have been willing to admit. 
So the burden of proof is on any con-
gregation with a building to show that it is 
not afflicted by the maladies diagnosed by 
Mr. Snyder. Hopefully he has shown us 
that a church building is not an unmixed 
blessing; that indeed it requires energetic, 
conscious effort to compensate for the 
liability of a church building. 
After reading Mr. Snyder's article 
maybe we feel a bit like the disciples after 
Jesus had elaborated on the danger of 
riches (Luke 18). We ask, "Who, then, can 
be saved?" And Jesus answers, "What is 
impossible for men is possible for God." 
But whether it is with riches or with 
buildings, we would certainly not want to 
tempt God by making his job more 
difficult. 
John K. Stoner 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
Has Questions 
I have completed the reading and re-
reading of the article, "Does the Church 
Suffer an 'Edifice Complex'?", in the 
Visitor of November 25, and I find myself 
raising questions on a number of points. 
"Church buildings are a witness to our 
immobility," says the author. Is this true? 
To support his case for mobility he uses the 
tabernacle, which was indeed a very mobile 
structure built according to God's instruc-
tion, and used by the children of Israel 
during their journey through the 
wilderness. But if Old Testament examples 
may be used today, would not the temple 
be much more applicable? This too was 
built by God's direction. 
Is it true that "The gospel says 'go,' but 
our church buildings say 'stay?'" If this is 
true, I would rather think that it is the fault 
of the congregation and the program of the 
church, rather than of the building. My 
late Uncle George Whisler, while pastor at 
Abilene, Kan., used to say when the con-
gregation was dismissed, something to the 
effect that, "Now it is your responsibility 
to put into practice what you have learned 
today." Or, as another minister is quoted 
as saying: "The meeting is dismissed; now 
the service will begin." We, as a church, 
are committed to "Key 73." How can we 
carry out this commitment unless we "go." 
Does the church afford the place and the 
facilities for challenge and training in 
Christian service, and the base from which 
organized efforts can be carried on? And 
would not the command of the Lord in 
Luke 14:23 be applicable here: "Go out 
into the highways and hedges, and compel 
them to come in, that my house may be 
filled."? 
"Church buildings," says the author, 
"are a witness to our inflexibility. As soon 
as we erect a building we cut down our 
options by at least 75%." I am not quite 
sure just what the author means by the last 
sentence, or how he arrives at the 75% 
reduction in our options. The "church 
program" as he defines it, seems to be 
limited to "the Sunday morning service." 
At least this is the only use of the building 
which he mentions. Certainly the church 
building is adaptable to many uses, and it 
is difficult to accept the statement that, 
"Buildings . . . are inflexible and they 
encourage inflexibility, or worse, 
stagnation." 
Is it true that "church buildings are a 
witness to our lack of fellowship?" that 
" u s u a l l y they a re not f r iendly 
places . . . are not made for fellowship in 
the biblical sense?" Or that "a stranger 
may attend a Christian church for weeks 
and never encounter the winsome, warm, 
loving fellowship that draws a person to 
Christ."? If the latter is true, and I fear 
that it often is, I think it is not because the 
buildings are "not friendly places," but 
because the people are lacking in 
friendliness and in warm Christian love. 
It also seems that the writer is taking a 
mistaken position when he apparently is 
criticizing the worship service where the 
worshipers "could see only the minister," 
whereas, he says, "we need to com-
mun ica t e with each o ther as we 
worship . . . be able to see each other." 
What a confused situation it would be if 
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during the preaching service the 
worshipers were communicating with each 
other, while at the same time trying to 
listen to the preacher! I certainly would 
not agree that Christian fellowship could 
not be experienced during a Sunday morn-
ing worship service; but for the type of 
warm, informal fellowship and com-
munication which the writer is thinking of 
here, I believe the midweek prayer meeting 
would provide a better opportunity "to see 
each other" and to observe "the attentive 
face, the tearful eye, the quiet smile," as 
we worship together, and fellowship with 
each other. 
"Church buildings are a witness to our 
pride." On this point I will not criticize the 
writer. Certainly church buildings should 
be attractive, and building and grounds 
should be well cared for. In building new 
churches or remodeling existing ones, utili-
ty should be the watch word; and I am not 
sure that "pride" in our accomplishment is 
always absent. (Maybe a certain amount 
of "pardonable pride" would not be 
wrong, and sometimes "pride" may be 
used in a good sense.) 
"Finally," says the author, "Church 
buildings are a witness to our class 
divisions." His reference to the early 
church as being composed of "rich and 
poor, Jew and Greek, black and white, 
ignorant and educated" (and he could have 
added master and slave) is true and very 
sobering. Here is a point on which I think 
we could well do some serious soul-
searching. But I am not sure that "the 
building" is a very reliable clue to the 
congregation. And if there is a "new 
family in the community," might we not 
assume that that family would be con-
tacted by the pastor, or some interested 
member of the congregation, extending a 
warm and friendly invitation, rather than 
allowing them to make up their mind after 
going for a drive and looking over the 
church buildings in the neighborhood, as 
the author suggests. 
What to do? The answer, according to 
the author, is obvious: "simply abandon 
the use of church structures," sell the 
properties, and divide the congregation 
into smaller groups of twelve to fifteen 
people which would then worship and 
fellowship "in homes," in the "church in 
your house." (I wonder if there would be 
any problem to secure the necessary 
homes, and whether the process of dividing 
the congregation might prove to be a bit 
delicate.) Then, if the congregation would 
feel the need for "large-group corporate 
worship," which would seem rather ob-
vious, the suggestion is to "rent a small 
hall or garage or store-front." The natural 
suggestion would seem to be that if the 
need exists for such meetings, why dispose 
of the building which they already have? If 
the above procedure would be carried out 
and the groups of twelve or fifteen would 
have no boards or committees, no mid-
week prayer meeting, and no Sunday 
School, one must wonder if it would really 
be true "that every essential organizational 
function of the church can be effectively 
carried out through these groups," as the 
author claims. And one must wonder, too, 
just how the pastor would function if his 
congregation of 100 people, for example, is 
now divided into six or eight small groups 
which now constitute churches in their 
house. 
There is another difficulty which could 
arise — the possibility of local ordinances 
which restrict the use of private homes for 
public meetings. I know of one small group 
of approximately a dozen in Dayton, Ohio, 
who were worshiping in a private home, 
and who were required to discoitinue 
because of being in violation of a local 
ordinance. 
I certainly would not rule out the 
meeting of small informal groups in homes 
for prayer, Bible study, and close 
fellowship, which seems to be the main 
objective for which the author is pleading. 
In fact, I think such groups, as one phase 
of the ministry of the congregation, could 
be an effective arm of the church reaching 
into the community. 
It is no doubt true as the author states 
that the early church worshiped in homes; 
but don't we subscribe to the position that 
"methods may change, but not the basic 
message." And if the early church did 
worship in homes, are we by that token 
required to follow the same practice? (It 
would be interesting if we could know the 
arguments which were put forth, pro and 
con, at the council meeting when the 
church finally decided to begin building 
churches, about 200 A.D., according to the 
author.) 
But there is an aspect of this question 
which does seriously concern us. In the 
article which we have been discussing, the 
author was dealing primarily with con-
gregations and church buildings already in 
existence. In his editorial on page 2 of the 
above issue of the Visitor, the editor raises 
the question as to our procedure in es-
tablishing extension churches. It is usually 
true, as he says, that we first construct the 
building, then we begin the slow process of 
building the congregation, ("rather than 
establish a congregation for which we need 
to find space.") One question which con-
cerns us is why the process of congre-
gational growth is not more rapid. 
Another serious consideration is the fact 
that these small extension congregations, 
with their new church buildings, frequently 
are heavily in debt, and one must have a 
concern as to their ability to carry these 
obligations. (Could this fact of heavy 
indebtedness in itself be a deterrent to 
congregational growth?) Is our policy 
wrong? Should we take the "store front" 
approach? In my observation there are 
some other denominations which seem to 
follow the practice of starting new con-
gregations in more modest beginnings. A 
number of years ago one of our con-
gregations began in a typical store front, 
but the limitations of the facilities there 
made it quite inadequate for long-range, 
efficient operation. Today this congrega-
tion is worshiping, fellowshiping in, and 
carrying on its program from a newly 
constructed church building — surely, a 
much more satisfactory and effective basis 
for operation than the store front 
(although I am not sure to what extent 
they may be affected by the financial 
problem mentioned above.) 
I noticed on page 76 of the 1972 
Conference Minutes, reference to a dialog 
sponsored by the Canadian Conference on 
the subject, "An Effective Approach to 
Developing a Brethren in Christ Com-
munity of Believers." I am pleased to read 
that a number of interested brethren 
prepared papers on this subject, and that 
there was "imaginative thinking on ways 
to do it." Such thinking, with implementa-
tion of "new initiatives" and "new forms 
of outreach,'" I feel, is one of the high 
priorities of the church today. As these 
concerns receive our earnest consideration 
and prayers for divine guidance, may we 
have faith for greater effectiveness and 
more significant growth in Brethren in 
Christ extension efforts! 
C. W. Boyer 
Albany, N.Y. 
SOVEREIGNTY AND FREEDOM 
from page five 
though they may seem contradictory and unsearchable to 
our finite minds, provides for us a spiritual diet which is 
good and useful. We know that God understands perfect-
ly the interrelationships of these truths, and the Spirit 
will help us to rightly divide for spiritual blessing. 
If we will accept all of these truths without allowing 
our human reasoning to lead us to either extreme we will 
be blest even as Paul was. The abundant life he enjoyed 
and developed from his text, "The just shall live by 
faith," can only become possible as our faith in God and 
His Word accepts every truth, even those that are beyond 
our comprehension. It seems obvious that people who go 
to extremes in either of the two lines of truth here 
discussed generally under-emphasize or distort their 
teaching on that "holiness without which no man shall 
see the Lord." 
If we follow Paul's teaching in the first eight chapters 
of Romans and pursue the crucifixion process there 
taught until we die out to the tendency of exalting our 
human reasoning above God's simple statements of truth 
we will not go astray. In fact this is essential to reckoning 
ourselves indeed dead unto sin, and the enjoyment of the 
victorious Spirit-filled life. Paul's application of the 
experiences set forth in the first eight chapters was first 
on the level of our thought patterns. Our outward life can 
be brought into harmony with God's will only when our 
thinking is brought into subjection, for, "As a man 
thinketh in his heart so is he." This is basic to the more-
abundant life. 
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The Scared Samaritans 
Bert Sider 
"Why is it always that foreign missionaries are sent 
out to bear the grief and pain, and in the bigger task of 
home missions the local church is lulled into passivity?" I 
mused to myself as the organist played the hymn at our 
farewell service at Sherkston. Then the service was over 
and the church gathered to shake the hands of these new 
Samaritans they were sending out to the "uttermost parts 
of the earth." The goodbyes ended, and we soon were on 
our way to Nicaragua, to enjoy three weeks of intro-
duction/orientation before going on to Costa Rica and 
language school. 
But little did we expect the "introduction" we were to 
receive into mission work. The hot climate we found on 
arriving was typical, the poor homes were acceptable, the 
poverty was bearable. But one with as little faith as I 
would have to question the choice of our Lord's in 
allowing an earthquake to happen when Marian and I 
were to take up service — and only days after we arrived! 
Although our missions orientation was quite complete, 
I don't recall any lecture, or part thereof, on earth-
quakes. Thus, when it occurred on December 23, 12:30 in 
the morning, Marian and I just lay in bed — until Chuck 
Musser informed us of "proper procedure." I think it 
was at that point that we became officially scared. For in 
my vocabulary, "leaving the house" means the possibility 
that it might collapse. As we note in the following days, 
many homes did collapse, and the occupants died. 
The main concern that Saturday night for us in Arroyo 
was Walter and Lynda Kelly in Bello Horizonte. We 
knew we were all right, but what about them and their 
two little girls. We started to go into Managua, but then 
decided that the wiser choice would be to commit them 
into the hands of the Lord and wait for them at Arroyo 
(only a few minutes away by car.) We had a long wait, 
but about 3:00 a.m. we noticed the headlights of their van 
coming up the road toward the mission house. Together 
we praised God for keeping us all alive, and only then 
really knew what thanking God for life was all about. 
The earthquake was capricious. It destroyed a house 
but left the one beside it (of the same construction) 
apparently undamaged. It destroyed many massive, ex-
pensive, cement-construction homes, but the cheaper 
wooden huts survived — being able to bend and sway 
with the movement. 
The tragedy is that the earthquake is only the begin-
ning of problems. Directly resulting from it will come the 
further problems of increased unemployment; lack of 
food, water, gasoline, and shelter; in addition to the 
reality of looting and disease. 
In the days that followed, as problems came to us, as 
fresh scares of lack of food and other commodities 
frightened us, as little tremors reminded us of the initial 
roaring, screeching and tearing quake, I often 
remembered the words of Mrs. Betty Sherk's solo at our 
farewell: 
God will take care of you. 
Through every day, o'er all the way; 
He will take care of you, 
God will take care of you. 
They were indeed prophetic words, and are still 
encouraging us as we prepare for further service with our 
Lord. 
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Administrator Visits Nicaragua 
At press time, Earl Musser (Director of 
Missions) and Carl Ulery (member of the Board's 
Executive Committee) were in Managua, 
evaluating the damage sustained by the Bello 
Horizonte home and the Arroyo church building. 
They are also consulting with the staff, determining 
ways in which the Christian compassion of North 
American Brethren in Christ can be shared wisely 
and effectively with the people. 
Upon their return, an up-to-date report will be 
shared with the church, giving an indication of the 
funds and/or personnel which will be required. 
Meanwhile, please prayer for the missionaries 
there, as they seek to minister Christ's love with 
compassion and integrity to the people. 
The photographs on page eight and nine are general scenes of devastation 
and not of mission or church property. The photograph at the bottom of 
page eight is a World Vision photo. The other photographs accompanied 
the article. 
The movement of people to the urban setting is not unique to North 
America. In this article the chairman of the "Brethren in Christ Church 
— Salisbury Branch" discusses the urbanizing of his country and the 
implications for Christianity. This address was given before the 1972 
Africa General Conference. 
The pace is set, forever the speed will 
gain, and only the versatile under-
standing mind shall endure. 
Daniel N. Dube 
'"PIME there was when the message "Go ye into all the 
A corners of the world and preach the word of 
salvation" automatically meant the target was a certain 
individual, unsophisticated, and devoid of qualitites of 
choice of what suited him most in his own way of 
thinking. 
Indeed this easy target influenced many who should 
have known better to think that for the word of God to 
prosper or gain ground in virgin soil, the country-side 
was the best place to plan for and to go to. This for years 
has caused countries that ably come under the term 
under-developed to be littered with all sorts of worship 
structures ranging from mere awe-inspiring rocks or 
trees, grass thatch of nondescript to the modern tile 
thatch. It's easier, it has been felt for years, to reach the 
simple. To a great extent this is true but short-lived, for 
the simple shall always wholeheartedly uphold any 
individual who has ideas that leave him spellbound. 
With the fast change of things, with man setting his 
mind on outer space, and convincing himself ably that 
space on earth is limited, and this limitation can only be 
broken by maximum use of time, space available, 
emphasis is laid on quality. It has got to be so. 
This means land has got to be productively employed. 
This involves skilled labour, the latest of inventions in 
machinery, utter displacement of all crude methods of 
employment of labour. Everything spells specialization. 
And it obviously means displacement of many from land 
held in common. 
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It is a well-known fact that property well shared no one 
would go in want. Human nature is very averse to this. 
To share you have to invest. Those who are unable to 
invest must needs forever have their desires subservient to 
those who can. This is not happening only in Africa. It is 
happening in all countries of the world varying only in 
degree, and it is causing great confusion between com-
munism and capitalism. It is not a new trend. It has been 
with man from the earliest recorded time. 
In England, we read, there were revolutions of many 
kinds; agrarian and industrial being the most outspoken 
for their far reaching effects in social changes. 
With the need to grow better crops, there was need to 
use better machinery, and to make those who could 
afford purchase of machinery have bigger land to plough, 
the unable had to move out to places where their services 
could be utilized. This was in towns and mines. This was 
never optional. Time demanded it, and the social whims 
had to welcome it. 
This is exactly what is happening in Africa today. 
Many people daily find themselves displaced from their 
land by use of better inventions, and they flock in their 
thousands to towns. In towns it's not all rosy, but go 
there they must to survive. They are whirled into a cess-
pool of all sorts of things resulting in utter confusion 
and loss of individuality. When a man loses himself and is 
completely desperate, he sincerely longs for survival. He 
gets a glimpse of it, he never lets go. 
to page ten 
THE PACE IS SET 
from page 9 
This is the lot of the townsman. In Africa it's still 
better for he has a chance of having one leg in the country 
and feverishly struggles to have another implanted in 
town. And he hopelessly hopes legislation might help 
him find his world in one of these places. This is 
impossible. For a time there might be desire from the 
authorities to tie down to land or to town this type of an 
individual or that. This will not help. Where there is light 
there all who survive by it will forever flock. 
Towns then have the golden opportunity for the 
church. The young people who are turned out of school 
each year seek for job opportunities in towns. The able 
enterpriser seeks a chance in town. The promotion 
advertiser directs his efforts to people in town for they 
have ready cash. The farmer always farms with his mind 
on people in town. The news media for quick response 
has its material directed to people in town . . . the 
sophisticated, and the sophisticated material is directed 
to them . . . the people in town. 
Who now can say the word reliably rests in the 
country? 
In the long run in Africa, only those who can till 
profitably shall have the right to. remain on the land, and 
they shall be few and far in between. Must the word, the 
good word be permanently directed to this sort of 
community? 
Common sense has it that concentration of population 
communities, where there's adverse opinion on life, is 
where the church should concentrate its efforts. This 
indeed affords the church golden opportunities in urban 
areas. Concentration of church work in the country 
should only be maintained in mission centres and the 
already established country schools, always bearing in 
mind that in the remote future these schools might not 
have enough people to feed them. 
Events pointing to this even now are that 
a. land is limited . . . population explosion is com-
mon expression; 
b. young people find it difficult if not impossible to 
be allocated stands which mean plots and pastoral 
land; 
c. purchase areas are. increasingly needing people 
who have the know-how of things. With the death of 
the original buyers of land, first sons, in most cases 
do not qualify and even if they do, they are unwilling 
to follow the plough. 
The other children have of necessity got to quit the 
purchase areas on becoming of age. There being no 
expansion of land in the Tribal Trust Land, they have 
only one way open . . . Urban Areas. 
d. Sophisticated Africans are buying land and put-
ting up expensive buildings in Urban Areas. They 
loathe the idea of moving into the country when they 
grow old and cannot use their brains and limbs 
profitably. Their children just cannot see themselves 
leading a tribesman's life unless they be fitted in a 
country hotel, an industrialized farm or store. Forget 
about the Tribal Trust Land. The list is long. All this, 
however, points to the importance of establishing 
fully the work of the church in Urban areas. These 
young people, these ageing people, these detribalized 
individuals need Christ just as the simple ones of old 
needed him, if not more. 
The dreaming and confused confusing character that 
maps new Sodoms and Gomorrahs in Urban Areas must 
needs be felt sorry for and get relegated to the position he 
deserves. 
The pace is set, forever the speed will gain, and only 
the versatile understanding mind shall endure. And as He 
(God) forever endures, only those who have qualities of 
endurance shall be able to understand His purpose in 
man. These are mostly found in Urban Areas. 





February 13 and 14 ministers of the 
local area and neighboring states will 
attend the annual Ministers Conference at 
Messiah College. The two-day program 
will feature lectures, workshops, and in-
spirational sessions for ministers and their 
wives in an interdenominational setting. 
Conference personnel will include Dr. 
Robert A. Traina, Dean and Professor of 
English at Asbury Theological Seminary 
and author of Methodical Bible Study; and 
Dr. William M. Greathouse, President and 
Professor of Theology, Nazarene Theo-
logical Seminary, Kansas City. Mrs. Ruth 
Brunk Stoltzfus, for eight years speaker on 
the Heart to Heart radio broadcast, of 
which she is founder, will lead a session for 
ministers' wives. 
Brethren in Christ personnel will include 
Dr. Daniel R. Chamberlain, Dean at 
Messiah College; Dr. Ronald J. Sider, 
Acting Director at Messiah College cam-
pus in Philadelphia; Bishop Henry A. 
Ginder, Allegheny Conference, an Ex-
ecutive Committee member of Key 73; and 
Ronald E. Long, instructor in music at 
Messiah and Minister of Music at 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church. 
In the Tuesday evening session of the 
conference, which will be open to the 
public,' Dr. Greathouse's message "The 
Holy Life in Romans, Part I" will follow a 
song fest with student participation, led by 
Ronald Long. 
Sunday School Tournament 
The Brethren in Christ Basketball Tour-
nament has been scheduled for February 
22-24 and March 1-3. Churches in Penn-
sylvania and neighboring states have been 
invited to participate. 
In the single elimination tournament, 
Thursday and Friday games will be played 
in the evenings and Saturday games will be 
scheduled all day. 
All players must be regular attendants 
of the churches represented by their teams. 
Conference News 
ALLEGHENY 
A Prayer Share Group of twenty-four 
women meet at the Fairview Parsonage 
each week. Rev. Roy Zook is the pastor. 
The Granville congregation reports 
revival services Dec. 7-17. The evangelist 
was Rev. John F. White, Penns Creek, Pa. 
Mrs. White and sons provided special 
music each evening. The pastor is Rev. 
Harold L. Rohrer. 
Rev. Kenneth Engle assumed pastoral 
responsibility of the Hollowell congrega-
tion, beginning Jan. 1. He had been 
associate pastor with Rev. Paul McBeth, 
who has retired from the pastorate. 
ATLANTIC 
The Fairland Church recently took part 
in a Week of Prayer services with other 
churches of Cleona. Each evening the 
service was held in one of the following 
churches: Hill Lutheran Church, Fairland 
Brethren in Christ Church, United Chris-
tian Church, Hill United Church of Christ, 
The Assembly of God Church, and Im-
manuel United Methodist Church. The 
speakers were: Rev. Gerhardt Dietrich, 
Palmyra Lutheran; Henry Ginder, Bishop 
of Allegheny Conference; Rev. Ammon 
Kreider, Pleasant Site; Rev. W. Miller 
Price, Lebanon; Rev. Avon Ojuila, New 
Zealand; and Dr. Carl M. Schneider, 
Linglestown United Methodist and former 
superintendent of the EUB Church. Rev. 
John R. Yeatts is pastor at Fairland. 
to page fifteen 
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The Changing Picture in Evangelism 
David P. McBeth 
"C'OR too many years Christians have viewed the Great 
" Commission from the perspective of a minority 
group. Although the resources of Heaven are available to 
the church, the Scriptures make it clear that the followers 
of Christ will not be in a majority. There has been a 
tendency, however, to accompany this numerical minori-
ty with an inferiority complex. 
The seeming triumph of liberal theology and the rapid 
development of a strong governmental structure in the 
church have compounded the problems for evangelical 
Christians. When secular society saw the ineffectiveness 
of the visible, institutional church, it began to accord less 
authority to the church. Sensing this lack of respect, 
some church leaders began to say we had entered the 
post-Christian age. Added to the fact that some church 
leaders doubted the vitality of God, this created a 
negative climate for evangelism. 
The picture is changing. Even the man on the street 
now senses that something new is happening. The Jesus 
movement, Jesus people, charismatic experiences and 
similar factors have caused people to take a new look at 
the church. Consequently, there are now both cultural 
and theological reasons which ought to challenge 
Christians to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. It is 
high time that Christians move from a feeling of 
inferiority to one of confidence in the God who is 
marvelously working in our world. 
By cultural, I mean those factors in our society that 
influence the peoples of our world. They may be obvious 
or subtle, but they are present and all persons are 
influenced by them. 
In the first part of this century much of our society had 
adopted certain philosophical presuppositions of Hegel. 
With many good things happening, the world obviously 
seemed to be getting better. Of course there were 
setbacks, but in reality most people felt things were 
improving. But two world wars and more trouble since 
have reminded us that the picture is not so rosy after all. 
Man is now looking to someone else to give an explana-
tion of the philosophy of history. 
In the years following Hegel, many saw scientism as 
the answer to the problem of meeting human needs. 
Scientific knowledge and technology have multiplied. 
Many great discoveries and advances have been made. 
We dare not minimize these. However, science has been 
able to work primarily at one level — the material world. 
Even its marked success in the immaterial world, in such 
areas as psychology, has not really solved some of man's 
most pressing problems. 
Underlying the assumption of scientism is the belief 
that man is capable of improving his situation through 
his own efforts. Admittedly, man is indeed a marvelous 
being — more so from the Christian's viewpoint than 
many scientists are prepared to admit. Through reason 
and education many pressing problems have been solved. 
But one of the great frustrations of our time is the 
The writer is Executive Director of Development at Messiah College. 
The article is an abridgment of a paper presented at a meeting of the 
Evangelical Theological Society. Eastern Section, of which Mr. 
McBeth is secretary-treasurer. 
February 10,1973 
problem of man really being able to identify and 
determine his own destiny. Too many other issues break 
in upon the scene, and the best laid plans fail. Some of 
the best educated persons are the most dissatisfied. 
It is in the area of human relations that we have seen a 
great amount of remedial action. Our world has a 
"people" problem. Poor housing, sickness, sub-standard 
living, ignorance and filth are all problems that cry for 
attention and solution. The experts in the behavioral 
sciences have researched, published, and mounted 
programs which the rest of society has underwritten with 
many dollars. Much good has been accomplished, but the 
root cause of many of these problems is still awaiting 
correction. 
With society's failure to solve its problems by using 
materialistic solutions, there has been increasing interest 
in the immaterial world. People feel there must be 
something more to life than the acquiring of things. Why 
is man here? What happens to man after death? Add to 
these the problems of over-population, loneliness, and 
alienation. All of these show that man looks for a reality 
that is not attainable through materialistic and 
humanistic means. 
This, then, has caused man to turn increasingly to 
religion. Increasing interest in religion on secular cam-
puses is one result. There is a ground swell of interest in 
the Eastern religions, including Christianity. It seems 
that the more mystical the religion, the greater the 
appeal. 
Not everyone who has turned to Christianity has been 
able to find spiritual reality. Contemporary theology has 
been guilty of using terminology which is basic in historic 
Christianity, but the concepts are different. This "God-
talk" has misled some who sincerely hoped they would be 
able to find in Christianity something satisfying. 
As you have observed by now, the challenge to 
evangelism from the cultural viewpoint is primarily 
negative. That is, culture has not provided abiding 
solutions to the problems of man. Since Christianity 
claims to solve problems of the ultimate, it is important 
that the followers of Jesus move directly to meet the need 
which is not being met by these cultural efforts. 
This brings us to the theological factors which 
challenge us to evangelism. Here theological is used in a 
broad sense. Since God influences all areas of life, there 
are numerous facets to be considered when looking at 
this issue. 
Probably the most compelling reason to be involved in 
evangelism is the desire to help man to fulfill his original 
purpose. The Scriptures allude frequently to the fact that 
man was created to worship and serve God. Man's 
personality is incomplete unless he is actively involved in 
this endeavor. 
A particular mark of our time is the openness on the 
part of many persons to talk about Christianity. It is 
important then for believers in Jesus Christ to be actively 
involved in evangelism, for this helps man to fulfill the 
ultimate purpose for his existence. 
We are particularly blessed in our time, for recent 
developments uniquely qualify us for this task. Today we 






"A year of study abroad? Ridiculous! I could never 
afford it. It would disrupt my whole academic sequence. 
Nothing but hassle, I'm sure. Of course, there's a certain 
degree of romance in the idea. But how could I ever work 
it out? And besides, what real value would I gain?" 
Well, my friend, I could attempt to carefully and 
systematically answer all your questions. Let me assure 
you that in programs available through Messiah College 
you should find at least one opportunity that would fit 
your budget, add to your chosen field of study, and help 
you complete all necessary arrangements without a great 
amount of difficulty. I am more interested in your last 
question, however, and if you have a minute I'll offer you 
a few starters to answering it. 
You mentioned the romance in the idea of studying 
abroad. This in itself is a value worth considering. There 
are many people whose whole lives would be enriched by 
strolling for a morning along the Seine, climbing the 
Acropolis, or hiking around the Great Rift Valley. 
Unforgettable beauty could be your experience — seeing 
with your own eyes Westminster Abbey, or the Colos-
seum, or even a real live elephant. You would not cease 
to be amazed, I think, at the many treasures spread be-
fore you as you travelled through those far-off places that 
now are only names to you. 
Living in a society as well-informed as ours, you most 
likely realize as well that study abroad would provide a 
way to the important values gained by cross-cultural 
living. You would never be quite the same again after 
having lived daily in the midst of people with different 
backgrounds than yours. Passing them on the street, 
watching their television, shopping in their stores, 
speaking their language, eating their food, worshipping 
in their churches — all these things and many more 
would give you new ways of looking at your own culture. 
You would be impressed with the great varieties of 
people and ways and be assured of the many similarities 
of all the children of Adam. 
"But," you are protesting, "I could travel without 
going to school. And if I chose to live for a while in 
another culture — well, there are all sorts of service 
opportunities for that." Ah, here I must break in. I want 
to hit you with my most important argument. In fact, it's 
only recently that this idea presented itself to me. And I 
think it's essential. 
It seems that we all are relatively open to the 
possibility of travel as opportunity permits. We are even 
quite good about going elsewhere to help others — to 
minister to their physical needs, to teach them, to advise 
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their business ventures. But we are not quite so good at 
going to another group of people, sitting down with them, 
and humbly saying, "Teach me." And it is here, I believe, 
that study abroad has its greatest value. You could learn, 
for example, that there is a whole other group of famous 
authors for students in a different land, that Racine or 
Corncille are the great ones instead of Shakespeare. You 
could hear the history of nations far more ancient than 
ours and view their struggles for dignity and truth. You 
could realize that other ways of expressing yourself are 
possible, that other languages (or even styles of English) 
have grammars, idioms, and possibilities for communica-
tion quite as valid as your own. You could see a different 
educational system at work and realize that its superior 
points do not keep it from having as many injustices and 
as much red tape as the one you left behind. 
Perhaps sitting in a large, dusty, badly-lighted room at 
6:00 in the evening and listening to someone explain the 
word plays in a seventeenth-century French comedy does 
not strike you as learning. Of course, you must be willing 
often to put yourself out for a learning experience. I 
challenge you to try it, for I believe even that is a part of 
learning from those people you have asked for help. And 
I think that when such doors have been opened in your 
minds, even when your back is turned, you will not miss 
the fresh breezes that continue to drift through. 
Bible Quiz - 1973 
Gospel of John 
General Conference Finals — Finals will be held at 
a Youth Conference being planned jointly by youth 
and adults of the Allegheny and Atlantic 
Conferences. This youth conference will be on June 
29-July 1 at the campus of Messiah College. The 
first place winners of each of the six Regional 
Conference playoffs will compete in the final 
For more information write to: 
Rev. Roger Witter 
Rt. 2 




Phyllis R. Nay I or 
V O U ' V E GOT to get the picture, see. Here I am — 
-*- long hair, wrinkled shirt, dirty jeans, army boots — 
standing in Walgreen's looking over the heart-shaped 
boxes of candy. Even the salesgirl thought it was funny. 
"Going soft, huh?" she said, smiling. "Your girl?" 
"Naw. My grandmother." 
"I'll bet." 
I paid five ninety-eight plus tax for a large box and 
asked her to put it in a sack so people wouldn't stare at 
me on the bus. Then I clomped out, waded through the 
snow to the curb, and got on the bus to Tilden Heights. 
I just had to do it. Every Christmas since I was twelve 
Grandma had sent me a check for five dollars because 
she'd broken her hip and couldn't get out to shop like she 
used to. And she always sent a note along with it. This 
year it said: 
Dear Paul, 
Don't you dare spend this for socks or underwear. Buy one of those 
new kind of shirts that lace down the front, or maybe some guitar 
music. Have a good Christmas. I'm wishing you lots of snow so you can 
ski over the holidays. 
Love, Grandma 
That's why I wanted to go see her. Nobody said I had 
to. I just knew I should. And I spent half the money in 
my wallet for that box of candy. 
The bus rumbled under the railroad bridge and on up 
the hill past the cemetery. I looked at the gravestones, 
sticking up through the snow, and wondered what 
Grandma thought when she looked at them. In fact, what 
did it feel like to be old? 
I'll have to admit, I didn't come to Grandma's often. It 
had been over a year already. Not that I didn't like her — 
as a grandmother, she was great. It's just that her age 
scared me, I guess, like maybe it was contagious or 
something. 
She didn't have much hair left, and what there was 
hung in white wisps around her face like spider webs. 
Part of Grandma, in fact, wasn't even her at all. One eye 
was glass, her teeth were false, there was a hearing aid in 
her ear and a steel pin in her lip. Sometimes I had the 
weird feeling that if I reached out and touched her, part 
of her would come right off in my hands. 
I looked down where my own hands lay in my lap and 
imagined how they'd look all wrinkled. Everybody was 
getting older all the time — even me. Some day I'd be 
sitting in a wheelchair and drooling, and I wondered how 
I'd feel about myself then. I was glad when the bus 
rounded the hill on King Street and headed for the row 
houses in Tilden Heights. 
I hadn't told her I was coming, but I knew she was 
there. I could tell by the squeak of her wheelchair when 
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she heard the doorbell. Grandma was always in except on 
Thursday afternoons when a neighbor took her to the 
doctor. What was it like to be a prisoner in your own 
house? The thought depressed me. 
The door opened and there she was in a lavender house 
dress, her swollen feet crammed in a pair of gray felt 
slippers. Her thin lips stretched in a joyous smile, and she 
flung open the door with such force I was afraid she'd fall 
out of the chair. 
"Paul! You come right in, and don't tell me you can 
only stay a few minutes!" 
She took the words right out of my mouth, so I had to 
change my story. 
"Well, I can stay a little longer than that." I grinned. 
"How you doing, Grandma?" I bent over and kissed her 
on the cheek. It smelled of camphorated oil. Then I 
handed her the sack. "Brought you a valentine present." 
I sat on the sofa and watched while she fumbled 
excitedly with the paper. The big red heart fell out in her 
lap and she gasped, beating her gums together. "Paul 
Larkins!" she said finally. "What did you pay for this?" 
"Oh, couple dollars." 
Her good eye fell on the price tag which the salesgirl 
hadn't removed. I winced. 
"Five dollars and ninety eight cents! You spent your 
whole Christmas check on me and then some!" Suddenly 
she laughed gaily and lifted the lid. "All right, young 
man, you just take a fistful and eat 'em while you sit here 
and talk to me." 
I obliged and enjoyed watching Grandma poke around 
to find one with coconut filling, her favorite. 
"How've you been feeling?" I asked again. 
She waved my question aside with a fling of her hand. 
"I've time enough to think about myself," she said. "Tell 
me about Christmas and skiing and school. And how do 
you think the President's doing?" 
I talked about everything I could think of. I described 
a stem turn, a snowplow, and a christie. I told her about 
the college board exams and my term paper and how I 
was learning to type. I told how the dog knocked over the 
Christmas tree and about the candlelight service at 
church and how great the sanctuary looked with poinset-
tias all over the place. 
Grandma caught me looking at my watch and said, 
"Now that we've absolutely ruined your appetite you've 
got to stay for lunch." Without waiting for an answer, 
she whirled her chair around and headed for the kitchen. 
If there was one thing I didn't want to do, it was eat 
lunch at Grandma's. For one thing she can't see too well 
and her dishes have little pieces of egg and orange pulp 
sticking to the sides. For another, she saves absolutely 
everything. When I saw her lifting little dabs of this and 
that from the refrigerator — a saucer of broccoli, half a 
pork chop — I knew I just couldn't do it. 
"Nope, Grandma," I said. "I've got it all planned. 
You set the table and I'll be back in ten minutes with our 
lunch." 
She turned around. "You've brought a sack lunch?" 
I laughed. "No, it's special. Put on some plates and I'll 
be right back." 
It wasn't planned at all, but when I reached the street, 
I remembered the Chinese carry-out on the corner. 
Grandma had never had sweet and sour pork in her life, 
much less a fried wonton. I spent the remaining money in 
my wallet, with only bus fare left, and headed back up the 
street with three small containers in a bag. 
"Well, I never!" Grandma exclaimed, spooning some 
of it onto her plate. "Always did wonder what they ate, 
and it smells right good, doesn't it?" 
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from page thirteen 
The little kitchen seemed to take on a warm glow as we 
sat there stuffing our faces. I made some hot tea, and we 
laughed at our fortune cookies. 
"A full stomach makes better conversation," Grand-
ma's read. 
"Wisdom never comes from a big mouth," said mine. 
I had planned to stay about twenty minutes. It was now 
an hour and a half, and I poured us each another cup of 
tea. 
"Such good food!" Grandma exclaimed. "You know 
what I always wanted to try, Paul?" 
"What's that, Grandma?" 
She leaned forward and whispered the awful secret. 
"Pizza — with anchovies!" 
We burst out laughing. "Best in the world!" I said. 
I helped her wash the dishes and asked if there was 
anything I could do for her. She asked me to take down 
some curtains and lift a box off the shelf in the closet. She 
was glad I'd asked, and so was I. 
Finally it was time to go. She was cheerful right up to 
the last, but she didn't ask me to come back. She was 
afraid it would make me feel obliged. She wanted people 
to come because they liked to. 
I could see her watching me from the window as I went 
down the hill to the bus stop. When I reached the corner, 
I leaned against a store front and thought about Grand-
ma back there in her lavender dress. 
What was it about the visit that she had enjoyed so 
much? It wasn't just me. And it wasn't the candy. It was 
the chance to escape herself, to keep in touch with youth, 
shake her mind from the confines of her four walls, and 
be once more a part of the world outside. 
It wouldn't be a year before I saw her again, I knew. I 
promised myself that sometime during spring vacation, 
I'd be back. I'd bring my guitar and sing the songs I'd 
heard in the coffee houses on Saturday nights. I'd tell her 
about the colleges I'd visited and why I was choosing 
Michigan State over Colorado. Next time I'd bring 
Grandma a big flat box without any wrapping on it at all. 
She'd open it right there on her lap and find a big pizza 
with anchovies. And we'd sit around the kitchen, stuffing 
our faces, talking about how the Italians ate and the 
books I was reading and how did I think the President 
was doing. 
Reprinted from AWARE. Copyright American Baptist Churches in the 
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EVANGELISM 
from page eleven 
have techniques for witnessing which were not available a 
few short years ago. The means of communication are 
plentiful in comparison to the resources available a 
generation ago. Let no one's motivation be curtailed for 
lack of aids. 
Another significant factor is the personal representa-
tive of God in our world — the Holy Spirit. Uniquely 
given at Pentecost, His purpose is to teach, guide, 
caution, and empower or motivate the disciple of Jesus 
Christ. There is a direct relationship between our willing-
ness to allow the Holy Spirit to work through us and the 
effectiveness of our evangelistic mission. 
The Christian does not live alone with God in this 
world. He has other Christians who face the same 
problems and sense the same challenges. Fortunately 
Christians can meet together, and through fellowship 
overcome some of their tendencies toward inferiority. In 
this context of fellowship several challenging factors can 
be present. The success of another Christian in his 
witness can be an encouragement to try again when one 
has failed. The prodding of a respected believer can be 
helpful in getting started. The satisfaction of an effective 
job completed and the joy of sharing with others can help 
to reinforce the challenge one inwardly senses. 
In the work of evangelism, one must face the fact that 
there is limited time available for the task. The Second 
Coming is imminent, according to the Scriptures. This 
obviously means that the Church needs to move prompt-
ly and effectively. 
Closely related is the fact of death and its conse-
quences. Historic Christianity has believed that the good 
will receive rewards and the evil will receive punishment. 
Some "enlightened" persons think it valid to downplay 
the importance of such factors in religious faith. 
However, in the experience of many it appears that 
rewards and punishment are valid factors for a complete 
understanding of the human personality. 
Each of us has acquaintances who have not accepted 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord of their lives. What is the 
extent of our caring for them as persons? In light of the 
frustration they must feel and in light of the provision 
God has made, would it not be most important to seek 
them out and share the Good News? In the case of 
Andrew, it was his brother Peter. For us, let us not 
discuss only the theory of evangelism. The practical 
implications for you and me are really the most impor-
tant. 
New CHA Director Designated 
The Reverend Mr. Thomas H. Hermiz, of Columbus, 
Ohio, has been designated as the Executive Director of 
the Christian Holiness Association, effective May 1, 
1973. The announcement was made by Bishop Henry A. 
Ginder, CHA President. 
President Ginder states, "In Thomas Hermiz, the 
CHA is securing a qualified, experienced, and successful 
Christian administrator, and an able minister of the 
Word. We predict a very successful CHA adminis-
tration for him." 
The Reverend Mr. Hermiz is a native of Endicott, 
New York. He is a graduate of the Circleville Bible 
College of Circleville, Ohio. He holds the Th.B. Degree. 
Further work in administration has been pursued at Ohio 
State University. He is an ordained minister in the 
Churches of Christ in Christian Union. He has instructed 
in Church Administration at Circleville Bible College. 
Most recently he has served as pastor of the Lancaster, 
Ohio, CCCU congregation, where in eight years 
phenomenal growth in attendance, membership, and 
finances resulted. 
Well-known in his CCCU denomination, he has in 
recent years had an ever-widening preaching ministry in 
camp-meetings, Bible conferences and local church 
crusades. He is the vocal and instrumental artist on 
numerous recorded albums. 
Mr. Hermiz will serve part-time as "administrative 
assistant" to the present CHA Executive Director, Dr. O. 
Dale Emery, until April 30, 1973, and will assume his full 
responsibilities on May 1, 1973, at the Central Office of 
CHA, located in Indianapolis. 
The Thomas Hermiz family will take up residence in 
Indianapolis in the very near future. 
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CHURCH NEWS 
(from page ten) 
On Sunday evening, Jan. 14, the 
Manheim congregation held the first of a 
series of meetings on Christian Concerns 
for Human Life. The subject was 
"Concerns about Abortion" with Dr. 
Lowell Mann and Rev. Isaac Kanode 
participating in a dialogue. Dr. Mann is a 
medical doctor from Elizabethtown and 
Rev. Kanode is the pastor at Manheim. 
CANADIAN 
Rev. and Mrs. Alonzo Vannatter, pastor 
and wife of the Frogmore congregation, 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary 
on Dec. 30. 
Rev. Dennis D. Epp, pastor at 
Kindersley has recently been granted a 
Ministerial License by the Ministeral 
Credentials Board. 
CENTRAL 
The Christian Union congregation 
hosted a Mini-Convention for Sunday 
school workers on Tuesday, Jan. 9. The 
convention was held by a team of three 
students from the Ft. Wayne Bible 
College. Their theme was "Building for 
Eternity Through Teaching," which 
demonstrated different teaching methods. 
Rev. H. Melvin Boose is the pastor. 
MIDWEST 
On Sunday, Jan. 14, the Dallas Center 
congregation received an offering of $206 
toward the purchase of a tractor for the 
Navajo Mission. Rev. Millard Haldeman 
is the pastor. 
The Rosebank congregation reports that 
nine members were received into church 
fellowship on Sunday morning, Dec. 17. 
The pastor is Rev. Charles A. Norman. 
Correction: The January 25th issue of 
the Visitor incorrectly identified Mr. and 
Mrs. Ray Eyster in the announcement of 
their 60th wedding anniversary. Our 
apologies. 
PACIFIC 
The Upland congregation hosted a 
workshop entitled, "Change through 
Relationship," for the Christian Education 
staff on Sunday afternoon, Jan. 28. R. 
Donald Shafer, Bishop of the Pacific 
Conference, and Dr. George Konrad, 
Professor of Christian Education, Men-
nonite Brethren Seminary, Fresno, were 
leaders of this workshop. Rev. Elbert 
Smith is the pastor and Rev. Henry Miller 
is the associate pastor. 
The San Bernardino-Riverside Area 
Sunday School Association is in the 
process of holding a Christian Leadership 
Training Institute in the Riverside 
Municipal Auditorium. The dates are Feb. 
5, 12, 19, and 26. Brethren in Christ 
personnel participating in the training 
institute are: Rev. Don Shafer, Bishop of 
the Midwest and Pacific Conferences; and 
Stan Long, manager of the Upland and 
Riverside Christian Light Book Stores. 
The Book Stores will also have a display at 
the Institute. 
BIRTHS 
Bryant: Amy Jo, born Dec. 27 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Doyle Bryant, Clear Creek con-
gregation, Pa. 
DeVore: Aaron Douglas, born Oct. 10 
to Mr. and Mrs. Douglas DeVore, Lake-
view congregation, Mich. 
Engle: Curtis Spencer, born Jan. 1 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Engle, Elizabeth-
town congregation, Pa. 
Feldman: Charles Edward, II, born Oct. 
18 to Mr. and Mrs. Edward Feldman, 
Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Fisher: Charla Dawn, born Dec. 27 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Fisher, Ashland Theo-
logical Seminary, Ohio. 
Frymire: Stephanie Diane, born Sept. 29 
to Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Frymire, 
Bethany congregation, Okla. , 
Garling: Rodney Lynn, born Sept. 27 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Garling, Mont-
gomery congregation, Pa. 
Landis: Holly Noel, born Dec. 23 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Tim Landis, Souderton congre-
gation, Pa. 
Martain: Donald Lynn, born Nov. 11 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Martain, Mont-
gomery congregation, Pa. 
Murray: Lynn Renee, born Dec. 24 to 
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Murray, Hollowell 
congregation, Pa. 
Parmer: Kimberly Ann, born Dec. 11 tp 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Parmer, Jr., Conoy 
congregation, Pa. 
Powell: Christine Renee, born Sept. 10 
to Mr. and Mrs. Donald Powell, Lakeview 
congregation, Mich. 
Reinhardt: Sara Dawn, born Nov. 22 to 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Reinhardt, Lake-
view congregation, Mich. 
Wingert: Lee Ann, born Jan. 3 to Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Wingert, Grantham con-
gregation, Pa. 
WEDDINGS 
Hord-Triplett: Marlene, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Triplett, and Ennis, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. John Hord, both of 
Dayton, Ohio, Dec. 9, in the home of the 
bride's aunt and uncle, Mr. and Mrs. 
Robert North, with Rev. Elam O. Dohner 
officiating. 
Reid-Morgan: Sandra Morgan and 
Berkley Reid, Jan. 6, in the Grantham 
Church with Rev. Paul Hostet ler 
officiating. 
Zook-Krueger: Donna, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Kenneth Krueger, Hunlock, 
Mich., and Theodore, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
LeRoy Zook, Midland, Mich., Dec. 16, in 
the Merrill Wesleyan Church with Rev. 
Stephen Skinner officiating. 
OBITUARIES 
Alleman: John S. Alleman, born Nov. 
16, 1885, died Dec. 30, 1972, in the 
Pleasant View Rest Home. He was the son 
of John F. and Mary Ellen Shires Alle-
man. He was married to Daisy Hoke Alle-
man who survives. Also surviving are a 
son, Leon H.; one grandchild; three great-
grandchildren; and two brothers. He was a 
member of the Manheim Brethren in 
Christ Church. The funeral service was 
held in the Keech Funeral Home, 
Manheim, with Rev. Isaac S. Kanode 
officiating. Interment was in the Hernley 
Mennonite Cemetery. 
Cochran: Mrs. Sarah E. Cochran, New 
Enterprise, Pa., born in Coburn, Pa., Aug. 
8, 1892, in Mercy Hospital, Altoona, Pa. 
She was the daughter of W. H. and Lilly 
Kuny Kerstetter. She was married to 
William R. Cochran on Nov. 29, 1909, 
who preceded her in death on July 16, 
1968. She is survived by three brothers: 
Milton B., Lynwood, and Wilton H., and a 
daughter, Mrs. Violet Clapper. Also sur-
viving are 12 grandchildren; seven great-
grandchildren; two sisters; and a brother. 
She was a member of the Woodbury 
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral 
service was held in the Weaver Funeral 
Home, Woodbury, with Rev. Harry L. 
Ritchey, Rev. John L. Rosenberry and 
Rev. Thomas Bouch officiating. Interment 
was in Carson Valley Cemetery. 
Espenshade: Mrs. Helen S. Espenshade, 
60, Elizabethtown, Pa., died on Jan. 5, 
1972, in the Hershey Medical Center. She 
was the daughter of Monroe and Susan 
Stehman Todd. She was married to Clair 
N. Espenshade who survives. Also sur-
viving are a son, Harold; a daughter, Mrs. 
Marlin Keller; and four grandchildren. 
The funeral service was held in Shenks 
Union Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Arthur H. Brubaker officiating. 
Interment was in the Shenks Cemetery. 
Hill: Myrtle S. Hill, born Aug. 13,1888, 
died Dec. 23, 1972, in Midland, Mich. She 
was married to James C. Hill who 
preceded her in death. She is survived by 
three sons: Sharon, Judson, and Paul; two 
daughters: Mrs. Harvey Miller and Mrs. 
L e R o y Z o o k ; two b r o t h e r s ; 15 
grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. 
Mrs. Hill was an active member of the 
Merrill Brethren in Christ Church from its 
beginning in 1912. The funeral service was 
held in the Scott-Wilson Funeral Home 
with Rev. Bert Winger officiating. Inter-
ment was in the Roselawn Memorial 
Garden. 
Maddy: Lettie Rebecca Duckworth 
Maddy, born Oct. 20, 1883, in Lucas Co., 
Iowa, died Dec. 25, 1972, in Vista, Calif. 
On Oct. 20, 1901 she was married to 
William F. Maddy who preceded her in 
death in 1932. She is survived by two sons: 
Carl L. and Merle E.; one daughter, Esther 
E. Shimp; three grandchildren; two 
brothers, and a sister. She was converted in 
1911 and became a member of the 
Brethren in Christ Church, Tulare, Calif. 
Rev. Paul E. Wingerd, Altadena, Calif., 
officiated at the funeral service. Interment 
was in Eternal Hills Cemetery, Oceanside, 
Calif. 
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Religious News 
"Universe No Accident"—Cernan 
Although he admitted he didn ' t 
necessarily feel closer to God in deep 
space, Astronaut Eugene A. Cernan said 
he was convinced the universe "didn't 
happen by accident." 
"The earth looks big and beautiful and 
blue and white," he said of his quarter-mil-
lion-mile perspective. "You can see from 
the Antarctic to the North Pole and the 
continental shores. The earth looks so 
perfect. There are no strings to hold it up, 
no fulcrum upon which it rests. 
"You think of the infinity of space and 
the infinity of time. You feel a little 
selfish . . . like you are looking back at 
earth as God must be looking now and as 
he must have when he created it." 
The recent moonwalker said, "I am 
convinced of God by the order out in 
space." 
Charlotte Center To Be Dedicated 
To Billy Graham Crusades 
In Charlotte, N.C., the hometown of 
Billy Graham, an evangelical research and 
historical center will be constructed 
dedicated to the world-wide crusades of the 
evangelist. 
The Billy Graham Evangelistic Associ-
ation has purchased a 161-acre site near 
the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte and has named a committee to 
determine the structure and function of the 
center. 
Churchgoing Decline Levels Off 
After a fairly steady decline in attend-
ance for half a decade, churchgoing in the 
U.S. leveled off in 1973, according to the 
Gallup Poll. 
In a typical week last year 40 percent of 
adults attended church or synagogue. The 
year's figure matches the previous year's 
but is slightly lower than the figure of 42 
percent recorded in 1970. 
Since 1955, a high point in church 
attendance, churchgoing has shown a 
steady decline, Gallup says. That year, 49 
percent of adults attended in a typical 
week. 
The sharpest drop since that time has 
come among Catholics. 
The holiness denomination has 
traditionally ranked first in the nation in 
per capita giving among denominations 
with 200,000 or more members. By the end 
of the decade the half-million-member de-
nomination hopes to double its present 
membership. 
Holiness Groups To Examine 
War At Joint Seminar 
The Commission on Social Action of 
the Christian Holiness Association and the 
Commission on Peace and Social Con-
cerns of the Brethren in Christ Church will 
sponsor jointly a "Seminar on Christian 
Holiness and the Issues of War and Peace" 
at Winona Lake, Ind., June 7-9. 
The purpose of the seminar is to ex-
amine the issues of war and peace in light 
of the Scriptures as interpreted within the 
Arminian-Wesleyan holiness understand-
ing of Christianity. 
Speakers will represent the Mennonites, 
Nazarenes, the Free Methodists, Brethren 
in Christ, and the Quakers. 
Global Jewish Population: 14, 236, 420 
There are 14,236,420 Jews in the world, 
according to the American Jewish Year 
Book — approximately 6,000,000 of them 
in the U.S. 
After the U.S. come the Soviet Union, 
Israel, France, Argentina, Great Britain 
and Canada as hosts to the most Jewish 
citizens. 
Many English Versions 
Of Scriptures 
There are "at least" 339 published 
English versions of the Scriptures, accord-
ing to Miss Elizabeth Eisenhart, librarian 
of the American Bible Society. Of these 45 
are complete Bibles, nine contain the Old 
Testament text only, and 88 the New 
Testament. The remaining 197 are ver-
sions with one complete book or more, but 
less than complete Testaments. 
William Tyndale's New Testament, the 
first printed English Scripture, appeared in 
1525 and was followed in 1530-31 by part 
of the Old Testament. Tyndale was 
working on further translation and revi-
sion of the Old Testament when he was 
strangled in 1536 for such a "heretical act" 
as translating the Scriptures into the ver-
nacular. 
To Myles Coverdale goes the credit for 
printing the first complete English Bible 
1535. Although he prefixed a dedication to 
King Henry VIII, in the hopes of securing 
royal favor, he was unable to secure a 
license for the book from the king. 
Evans To National Presbyterian 
Dr. Louis H. Evans, Jr., senior pastor of 
La Jolla (Calif.) United Presbyterian 
church, has been nominated to be senior 
minister of the National Presbyterian 
church in Washington, D.C. 
Orissa High Court Voids Law 
Barring Involuntary Conversions 
A state government law barring involun-
tary conversions to Christianity has been 
declared null and void by the Orissa High 
Court of East India. 
The court held, however, that churches 
have no constitutional right to make con-
versions through force or fraud. "Threat of 
divine displeasure numbs the mental facul-
ty, more so of an undeveloped mind and 
the actions of such persons are not free and 
according to conscience," the ruling 
stated. 
The court held the act as a whole to be 
invalid on the ground that it infringed upon 
the Indian Constitution. Article 25 (1) 
guarantees a right of propagation of 
religion and this, according to the court, 
includes a right to make conversions as the 
Christian church is doing. 
Nazarene Giving Tops $100,000,000 
The 517,274-member Church of the 
Nazarene, eyeing continued gains in 
membership and missionary enterprise, 
topped all previous giving records in per-
sonal giving last year with a $254.41-per-
member tally which produced $106,369,-
614 compared to $95,788,676 in 1971. 
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